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The Purchase of the Del Monte Hotel for NPS 
In June 1948 both NPS and and the Hotel Del Monte passed a milestone leading to 
NPS as we all know it today. In early May of the same year, President Harry S. Truman 
signed the appropriations bill for the government’s purchase of the hotel, but the 
president’s pen strokes were not the final act in the four-year long negotiation.  
Del Monte Properties Company President 
Sam F.B. Morse proposed last-minute 
substitutions in the land parcels and even 
offered to include the Del Monte Golf Course 
in the deal 
Attorney General Thomas C. Clark sent 
guidance to Secretary of the Navy John L. 
Sullivan on June 3rd and Captain Frank 
Watkins conducted a personal site visit for the 
Navy secretary. The Navy subsequently 
turned down Morse’s closing offers, but before 
the month concluded, Watkins delivered a 
check to Del Monte Properties Co. for the final 
purchase price of $2,149,800.00 and NPS’ 
legacy on the historic Del Monte property 
began.. 
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